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CITY OF WACO ANNOUNCES CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 
WACO, TEXAS (May 13, 2024) – The City of Waco proudly announces the selection of Blu Kostelich as 
Chief Financial Officer, who will also serve as an Assistant City Manager, effective June 3, 2024.  After an 
extensive search process and thorough evaluation of well-qualified candidates, the selection committee 
considered Blu’s skills, experiences, and expertise to successfully lead our City’s finances.  Throughout 
2024, Blu will expand his leadership and management to additional departments in the city.   
 
Blu brings over 18 years of service and experience in finance and operation roles, with seven of those in 
public sector finance.  Blu is the President-Elect for the Governmental Finance Officers Association of 
Texas (GFOAT) and served as both the Treasurer and Chair of the Governmental Affairs Committee for 
GFOAT.  
 
Blu recently served as the Chief Financial Officer for the City of Lubbock, Texas, where he managed the 
Finance, Accounting, Purchasing, Business and Economic Development, Risk Management, Central 
Warehouse, and Print Shop departments.   Prior to his tenure in Lubbock, Blu worked for the City of 
Bridgeport as the Director of Finance and held roles in the private sector as an Operations Manager for 
TAMKO Building Products and a Senior Analyst for Lennox International.   
 
Blu received his bachelor’s degree from the United States Military Academy at West Point and his 
Master of Business Administration with a finance specialization from Southern Methodist University.  
Blu spent the first five years of his post-graduate career as an Armor and Calvary Officer in the United 
States Army, including a thirteen-month deployment to Baghdad from 2008-2009. Blu was awarded the 
Bronze Star and two Army Commendation Medals throughout his service. 
 
City Manager Bradley Ford shared, "Blu brings a proven track record of financial stewardship and 
dedication to public service. I look forward to his leadership and financial acumen as we continue to 
serve and support the residents of Waco.”  
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